
MESSAGE FROM THE SC STATE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
From a cold and rainy last day of January while suffering from Covid fatigue and cabin fever, I send you my 

brothers and sisters this message with hope and optimism.  Also with thanks to the Almighty for sparing me 

(at least so far) from the ravages of this horrible virus.  I have and continue to pray for those who have 

suffered and still feel the vestiges of this disease and for those we have lost.  Fortunately, both Mary and I got 

our first shots of Modena (me) and Pfizer (Mary).  Mary is scheduled for her second shot Tuesday and me the 

following week.  I got mine at Dorn VA hospital and Mary at Fort Jackson after a three and half hour wait.  I 

had no wait.  We both feel a bit relieved at this but now hear the worries of the English and South African 

strains. We continue to wear masks in public and since she suffered the virus and apparently has antibodies, 

she goes into most of the stores when we need stuff.  Two of my three sons have tested positive; one never had 

symptoms, the other had severe issues as did his wife.  Their daughter, my granddaughter tested positive but 

had no symptoms.  They are now better.  It has gotten close.  

One of the things I have done to relieve the cabin fever is to plan for normalcy.  So, I planned a trip to St 

John USVI for June, Asheville for mid-August, and Europe with a transatlantic cruise  home in November 

and early December.  It helps as I dream.  Our June trip is when we normally have our June Council meeting 

so if the Council agrees, we will move that to the Sunday before. The cruise in November may bring other 

complications with the VVA National Board attempting to decide what to do with the National Convention. 

I have not been idle the past month as far as my Council duties are concerned.  I attended a virtual meeting a 

couple of Saturdays ago where the Board debated what, how, where, and when we should hold the 

convention.  Our National Constitution Chair finally adopted my long term position that she previously had 

rejected that our National meetings under the corporate jurisdiction of New York laws is enabled to have 

electronic meetings since the New York Governor suspended the rules for in place annual meetings during 

Covid. It follows that our State Councils and Chapters have similar rights provided applicable state laws 

authorize this.  In South Carolina they do.  The Board debated travel issues to Greensboro, NC; if we should 

have an in person meeting or by electronics; when we might hold it; and how we could do it.  Our President, 

John Rowan, touted that he signed up to electronically attend an electronic convention of the Student 

Veterans Association.  He noted a $200 registration fee implying a bit we could do that as well.  There was 

some back lash to that (the fee and our ability to maneuver through electronic votes and elections) and I 

cannot imagine we would charge $200 especially since overall the corporation would save substantially 

meeting electronically. Many commented they would not attend an in person meeting in August.  Others 

recommended delay until October or November.  Hotel costs are not at issue because apparently hotels now 

are willing at this time to forego cancellation charges.  Without going further into the debate the bottom line 

is it is important for us to have a convention now because we need to solify plans as to how we manage the 

corporation as we move to our ultimate dissolution.  Will discuss this further at our State Council Zoom 

meeting on Valentine’s Day. 

I continue to meet monthly with our Region 3 VVA council presidents. They are good friends who for the 

most part foster the same opinions as do most of us.  I also continue to meet with a VSO SC State coalition 

that works SC legislation relating to veterans’ issues.  MOAA has started another group that would include 

military issues with the idea to replace the initial group.  We are invited to that group but, while stating the 

need for all the VSO’s to act in concert have advised we will be on the fence until both groups get together to 

discuss this.  One issue is the new SC Secretary of Veterans Affairs likes the first, oldest, group and is moving 

to control it.  That would not be a good idea but as we will always need the Secretary’s help in legislative 

issues, this relationship be handled with care.   

It is an interesting and historic time with the many issues we face on the national scene.  Most importantly for 

us is to remain nonpolitical with each other and to respect each other’s views.   

Stay safe, continue to wear masks and with the high transmissibility of the newer strains of Covid that are 

with us now, wear your masks, continue to wash hands and faces especially when home from the markets or 

stores, and keep an appropriate distance. 
Have a great one.      

 Sam Brick SC VVA State Council President, your brother and friend. 

 

 

 

 


